Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl, C.M. bfrydmankohl@gmail.com
309-2500 Bathurst Street 64'}.2 18.1810
Toronto, ON M6B 2Y8 -

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau
Prime Minister, Canada

Dear Prime Minister:;

Thank you for your thoughtful and far-ranging conversation with me on
Friday. | appreciate your trust in consulting me and want to review some
aspects of our discussion.

As | indicated, my communities in Toronto and Ottawa share anger and
anxiety about the current outbreaks of antisemitism in Canada, the
attacks by Hamas on Israeli communities, and reactions to the Israeli
response in Gaza.

My people are concerned about personal and institutional safety. Many
are fearful to show up for community events and are concerned about
antagonistic reactions to any expressions favourable to Zionism and
Israel.

While welcoming immigration and increased diversity to Canadian life,
many worry about maintaining the values of tolerance and mutual
respect that have made life in this country so desirable.

Having withessed the silence of progressive allies about violence
directed toward Israeli women and antisemitic attacks in Canada, they
worry about the growing gap between political liberalism and radical
advocacy of social equity and inclusion.

They have heard and welcomed your strong statements opposing
antisemitism and articulating the importance of a commitment to the
safety of all communities. However, there are considerable questions
about what is actually being done to protect Jews, Jewish
neighbourhoods and institutions.
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| lost a 19 year old cousin on October 7, killed by Hamas while heroically
saving the lives of her 90 trainees. You have seen images of the
barbaric Hamas attacks on villages near the border with Gaza.
Canadians were murdered in those attacks and some remain hostage,
held by an organization that this country has identified as a terrorist
entity.

Accordingly, while we appreciate your statements supporting the right of
Israel to defend its borders and citizens, many of us saw the vote of
Canada in UNGA as a turning away from Israeli concerns for security
and safety. Humanitarian corridors are preferable to a ceasefire which
would allow Hamas to consolidate and rebuild its terrorist capacity.

We, too agonize over the images and reality of suffering in Gaza, but
feel that Israeli military actions are justified and essential to ensure that
Hamas is rooted out and that Israelis can return to live in communities
near the borders of Gaza and Lebanon. As | mentioned to you, my
apartment in Jerusalem has been a shelter for three dislocated families
There must be security before they can return to their homes.

For that reason, we also believe that Canada should take a strong
position rejecting the accusation of genocide being placed before the
International Court of Justice. Canadian silence only serves to support
this vile accusation which is also has been heard on the streets of our
country.

As Prime Minister, you are entrusted with the responsibility for many
difficult decisions. You also must be an educator, using a “bully pulpit” to
present to our citizens a deeper and broader picture of the conflict in
Gaza from what is seen in news and social media images.

The Jewish community seeks competence and courage from your
government. | pray that you will meet this challenge.

Please accept my best wishes for 2023. We all hope for a better year.
Sincerely,

Tl e AL
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